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Upland cotton ginned prior to February 1 this season contained a large proportion of cotton in the medium 
and longer staples, according to the Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Marketing Service. Cotton 
stapling 34 and longer represented four-fifths of this season's total ginnings compared with three-fifths 
a year earlier. The White grades 31 and above comprised 13 percent of ginnings through January 31 
against 19 percent last season. Fiber strength averaged 86,000 pounds per square inch compared with 
85,000 pounds a year ago. Cotton miking in the 3.5-4.9 range accounted for 77 percent of ginnings, down 
from 84 percent in last season's ginnings. 


Cotton stapling 36 and longer made up 13 percent of total upland ginnings prior to February 1 this season, 
more than double that of a year earlier. Staple 35 was the most prevalent length and comprised 44 percent 
of ginnings compared with 26 percent last season. Cotton stapling 34 and 35 was equivalent to 67 percent 
of this season's ginnings against 55 percent a year ago. Ten percent of ginnings through January 31 was 
in the two lengths 32 and 33 compared with 15 percent in the preceding season. The lengths 31 and shorter 
also accounted for ten percent of ginnings which was down sharply from the 24 percent in these shorter 
staples last season. The average staple was 34.2 thirty-seconds inches against 33.3 a year ago. 


The White grades 31 and above accounted for 13 percent of ginnings prior to February 1 this season, 

down from the 19 percent in last season's ginnings. Grade 41 accounted for 38 percent of ginnings against 
39 percent a year ago. Seventy-seven percent of ginnings through January was in the White grades compared 
with /6 percent a year earlier. The Light Spotted grades represented 20 percent of ginnings against 

22 percent in the previous season. The grade index of upland cotton ginned through January 31 was 90.9 
(grade 31=100) compared with 92.4 a year earlier. 


Fiber strength of cotton ginned prior to February 1 this season averaged 86,000 pounds per square inch. 
This compares with the average of 85,000 pounds in each of the two previous seasons. Cotton testing less 
than 80,000 pounds per square inch comprised 18 percent of ginnings compared with 19 percent last season. 
Cotton breaking 90,000 pounds and stronger accounted for 28 percent of ginnings prior to February 1, up 
from 21 percent in last season's ginnings. 


The average mike of upland cotton ginned prior to February 1 was 4.1 compared with 4.3 last season. 

Cotton miking 3.4 and below was equivalent to about 15 percent of this season's ginnings, up from six last 
season. Cotton in the 3.5-4.9 mike range accounted for 77 percent of total ginnings against 84 percent 

a year earlier. Eight percent of ginnings through January 31 miked 5.0 and above compared with 10 percent 
a year ago. 


The supply of upland cotton to February 1 this season (carryover plus ginnings ) totaled 14.8 million 
running bales. This is 1.4 million bales smaller than last season's supply to the same date. This 
season's supply of cotton stapling 34 and longer totaled 10.8 million bales compared with last season's 
supply of 9.8 million bales. Supplies in the lengths 33 and shorter were 4.0 million bales, down from 
6.4 million bales a year earlier. The grade distribution indicates that this season's supply of cotton 
in the White grades 41 and above totaled 7.9 million bales compared with 8.7 million a year ago. This 
season's supply of Light Spotted cotton was 3.3 million bales against 3.4 million last season. Spotted 
and other colored grades totaled 0.5 million bales, down from last season's supply of 1.0 million bales. 


Cotton ginned prior to February 1 this season totaled 11,204,000 running bales, according to the Bureau 
of the Census. This compares with 12,373,000 bales ginned prior to February 1 last season and 12,269,000 
bales two years ago. Ginnings through January 31 were equivalent to 98 percent of the indicated 1974 
crop, the same percentage as a year ago. Cotton ginned in the January 15-31 period totaled 277,000 bales 
compared with 350,000 bales ginned in the same two-week period last season. 
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Table 8. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
prior to February 1 this season and last season, by states 1/ 













State Total reductions 


1974 1974 | 1973 | 1974 | 





ROU. Pc. Pct. PCG. Pet. Pet. Pet. Pct. 
North Carolina ODO eee Wels) 0.3 Ose Gisal era LO 
South Carolina 11.8 6.5 0.2 0.9 - i. 12.0 7.4 
Georgia Bee 33 Cn 2.9 * * 6.4 One 
Florida res Wese: ZO 130 Opal - 5.0 8.2 
Alabama eS 6.4 Ols4- 0.4 Ore * 7.0 6.8 
Mississippi Breas, S62 1.4 el (0) sal * Wot 9.3 
Tennessee Wa) arene: Qow lee * * 8.3 LS} 50) 
Arkansas Sno 4.3 One @5s' * Omak See 4.7 
Louisiana Sig Dail 0.9 eG * * 4.4 Hoe 
Oklahoma On: 0.4 Leo 12.9 - - _ Pil.@ Los 
Texas 0.6 0) 57/ 9.2 19.0 Ora * 9.9 19.7 
New Mexico 8 O75 Sov 9.0 ORL OF 1! DO 9.6 
Arizona AkalG, Ao SO 4.1 Oren! * 4.7 Gren, 
California Se BAe) ORS O82 * * BoD 3.68 
Other Aree 6. 1 0.3 0.6 - - 4.5 Crew, 
United States 3.0 4.0 4,2 eS (0) gil * 7.3 9.5 





1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
* Less than 0.05 percent. 


Table 9. American Pima cotton ginned in the United States, by grade and staple ys 












aes January 1-31 Season through January 31 
1973 
Grade Bales Bales Pct. Pct, Bales Bales Pet. Pct. 
a (10) - - - - - - - - 
2 (20) ar 8 One ©.1 2,193 16 2.9 * 
3 (30) 35010 901 PN 8.2 36,845 6 ,809 49.4 8.3 
4 (40) 5,476 4,926 36.10 44.7 25,760 47,274 SA.45” 57.8 
5 (50) 1,844 2,651 TD ocume ected 4,401 20,503 56m aeeo.0 
6 (60) 714 1139 4 iLO 1,140 5,159 255 O23 
7 (70) 1,423 958 9.4 8.7 1,979 1,481 2.6 1 
8 (80) 1,699 348 ii<e Bice 1,897 479 2.5 0.6 
9 (90) 312 44 eek 0.4 415 110 0.6 One 
10 (00) 142 38 0.9 Ong 172 77 Dee 0.1 
Total 15,147 171s 100.0 100.0 74 ,802 81,906 100.0 100.0 
Staple Code 
40 and shorter 16 122 On Led 36 132 * O52 
42 3,812 1,547 e5veu) 14.0 4,912 2,859 6.6 en6 
44 11,213 8,847 74,0.) 80,4 66 ,493 69,234 88.9 84.5 
46 106 497 0.7 4.5 3 461 10 ,385 .5 gle ./ 


48 and longer ~ - - - = = pa a 


Total 15,147 17,013 100,0 100.0 74,802 81,906 100.0 100.0 


— ee LE EE I EA See aeeeepeneaitEe 
Lf Data for current season are preliminary. 


* Less than 0.05 percent. 
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Table 10. Percentage distribution of micronaire readings for American Pima ginnings 
prior to February 1, this season and last season, by states RA 











United States 






Readings New Mexico Arizona 


1973 1974 

Percent Percent Percent Percent 
2.4 and below OF Oe One - * 4 * 
265 Ond On2 OFZ —_ * = (O)y ak Covi 
220 O25 0.4 0.4 Or Onl * Ons OR 
eel, ee ao) One One OFZ * ORG 0.6 
ano Zen 2a5 be FH Zao ORS Oey al a4: i eel 
2.9 2G Sa oee 3.3 0.8 Oe eS 1.4 
3.0 4.4 ee S50 B28 ZnO ORS S20 Zao 
Sen. 4.9 ee. Beer, 6.4 Zao ORG S20 Cag 
See as 9.3 9.0 105 Abn © SO 4.6 
Boo 5.6 9.4 Oat, 11.4 Dee 1.4 5.4 5.0 
3.4 7.4 W260 eS 9.2 Ba 1.9 8.0 65) 
SO BaD a Den 10.8 10.9 ORs 2.8 9.1 6a5 
340 9.8 eee 9.5 SO 11.9 559 10.9 8.8 
Seid 9.7 9.2 9.0 Qae 12.6 sD ee Bee 
328 WA, 6.8 9.0 5.9 See a ore 12.9 9.3 
3.9 fice! 4.5 nO 4.8 iil 2 cals Ons 9.4 
4.0 Yes SAO) Bo SO 3350) a AS e ee LOSOs 
4.1 4.6 ee Si 7/ Zao Sec 1592 4.9 One 
4.2 B25 0.8 Cenk eS ae aS Cen. isa 
4.3 eel OSD 0.6 0.8 all gs 6.0 PZ Sai. 
4.4 0.9 OR2 es - Ons Se 7 ORG Cae 
4.5 Oss * Ons - On eS Onc 0.8 
4.6 ~ * - Onl - @é - One 
467 : - - - - Ont * * 
4.8 - * - - - * 5 * 
4.9 - - - - - - - = 


5.0 and above - - - - = = a a 


eS 


Total 100.10 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 


Average mike She 3.4 360 Bao Se, 3.9 Bo Si 


pe 
1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 


* Less than 0.05 percent. 





By = 


- Pos 5 . eve 
‘1 meoinem ooh aaatbens sapsnctot ik 


Sob 


2p vteseed Deel Bow none ova 


4 4 fT ea 
; . ice petal ’ 
{ Gil eA. Age 
etm apm ae a memache I me PIO ee onal 
DET | & Owes ; my ! ry 
et meee nel oanemnnstetne tame peace 


ee a a 2 


t.0" 


+ 
; 2 





